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PURPOSE/PROBLEM ADDRESSED: Teachers are expected to ensure that all children have a fair and equal opportunity to obtain a high quality education which entails meeting a minimum proficiency on both state academic standards and state academic assessments. Through the implementation of NCLB, schools, local education agencies, and states are held accountable for improving the academic performance of all students including children with disabilities. Therefore, general education teachers’ knowledge of testing accommodations and effective implementation of accommodations is critical in ensuring all students find academic success. The purpose of this study was to determine secondary general education teachers’ (grades 9-12) perceived level of knowledge of testing accommodations and practices relative to the effectiveness of accommodations for students with mild disabilities.
RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 
1. What is the perceived level of knowledge of testing accommodations by secondary general education teachers for students with mild disabilities?

2. What are the perceived practices relative to the effectiveness of accommodations by secondary general education teachers for students with mild disabilities?

3. Do secondary general education teachers’ perceive that accommodations “level the playing field” for students with mild disabilities?

4. What do secondary general education teachers’ perceive are barriers to implementing accommodation for students with mild disabilities?
SETTING/PARTICIPANTS: The participants included approximately 280 secondary general education teachers who teach grades 9-12 in one non-comprehensive high school and three comprehensive high schools from one metropolitan school district in North Central Texas. 
RESEARCH DESIGN: This study utilized a descriptive design. The researcher used survey methodology in order to obtain descriptive data in an attempt to “provide a clear, accurate description of individuals, events, or processes” (Gail, Gail, & Borg, 1999, p. 172). The data gathered from this study described secondary general education teachers (grades 9-12) who teach in on non-comprehensive and three comprehensive high schools from one metropolitan school district in North Central Texas. 
INSTRUMENTATION: The survey instrument used in this study was researcher developed. The researcher identified areas to address in the survey instrument after thorough research design. The survey was first reviewed by the Department of Teacher Education of Texas Woman’s University and then by a panel of experts comprised of graduate students in the Department of Teacher Education. No formula of statistic existed to measure content validity. Validity was determined by expert judgment. The survey was then field tested and revised. Validity was established through a factor analysis. Based upon a complete factor analysis two items were removed. The completed survey consisted of four sections. Section 1 used a three-point Likert scale assessing the participants’ perceived knowledge of testing accommodations. Section 1 consisted of fifteen questions. Section 2 utilized a five-point Likert scale assessing the participants’ perceived knowledge relative to the effectiveness of accommodations. Section 2 consisted of seven questions. Section 3 consisted of two open-ended questions. Section 4 was used to collect demographic information. 
METHODOLOGY: This study was of mixed methods design. Sections 1 and 2 of the survey required quantitative responses and used a Likert scale. Section 3 was qualitative in nature, utilizing two open-ended questions. Section 4 allowed the researcher to gain demographic data on all participants. The survey was distributed to approximately 280 secondary general education teachers. Surveys were distributed via email and required an estimated 15 minutes to complete. The survey is contained within PsychData in order to maintain confidentiality. 
ANALYSES: Descriptive statistics were utilized for Research Questions 1 and 2 to examine secondary general education teachers’ perceived knowledge level of testing accommodations and practices relative to the effectiveness of accommodations for students with mild disabilities. Qualitative methodology was utilized for Research Questions 3 and 4 to examine for themes in reference to secondary general education teachers’ perceptions as to if accommodations “level the playing field” and perceived barriers to implementing accommodations for students with mild disabilities. Reading participant responses revealed themes and assisted in the analysis of phenomenological descriptions and interpretations of teachers’ responses.  
FINDINGS: Analysis of research question 1 revealed that secondary education teachers reported a moderate to high level of knowledge of presentation accommodations, a somewhat high to high level of knowledge of response accommodations, a high level of knowledge of setting accommodations, and a somewhat high level of knowledge of timing and scheduling accommodations. Analysis of research question 2 revealed that secondary education teachers reported a moderate to high level of practices relative to the effectiveness of accommodations. It was found that participants reported the highest level of knowledge in setting accommodations and the lowest level of knowledge in presentation accommodations. Participants reported that the highest level of effectiveness of accommodations occurred when the Intervention Specialist and the general education teacher collaborated in the classroom. In section 3, 18% of participants reported that accommodations did not “level the playing field”, 12% of the participants felt students used accommodations as a crutch, 8% of the participants felt that students do not take advantage of their accommodations, and 6% of participants felt that class size had a negative effect on the effectiveness of accommodations. 62 percent of participants felt that accommodations were feasible and 51% of participants felt that they were effective. In section 4 participants noted that class size and professional development were major barriers in implementation of accommodations. Additional barriers identified were time and fear of appearing different. 

CONCLUSIONS: 
1. Secondary general education teachers have the highest level of knowledge for setting accommodations for students with mild disabilities. 

2. Secondary general education teachers identified their highest level of perceived practices of effective implementation of accommodations for students with mild disabilities as collaboration between Intervention Specialists and secondary general education teachers.

3. Secondary general education teachers perceived that accommodations “level the playing field” for students with mild disabilities. The most frequent theme was that accommodations address the “uniqueness” of the student.

4. Secondary general education teachers’ indicated specific barriers exist to implementing accommodations at the high school level for students with disabilities, most frequently noted were class size and lack of training/professional development.  
RECOMMENDATIONS: The researcher made no specific recommendations due to the descriptive nature of the study.  
LIMITATIONS: This study sought to discover finding that may contribute to the research of secondary general education teachers and their perceived level of knowledge of accommodations and practices relative to the effectiveness of accommodation for students with mild disabilities. Some cultural limitations were mentioned but none were considered to have a negative effect on data collected. 
RECOMMENDATION FOR FURTHER STUDY:

1. Teach accommodations specific to content area. 

2. Provide more special education training. 

3. Conduct research regarding supports secondary general education teachers’ view as effective.

4. Research teachers’ perceptions of accommodations “leveling the playing field” from other lenses.

5. Research teachers’ perceptions of barriers to implementing accommodations from other lenses. 

6. Conduct research regarding teachers’ perceptions of barriers to implementing accommodations. 

7. Conduct research focused on teachers’ frequency of supporting students through routine use of testing accommodations. 
REPORT SUMMARY: This study provided a very detailed portrait of the knowledge secondary general education teachers possess in the realm of special education accommodations. The survey utilized was extremely thorough. It consisted of a total of 22 items utilizing a Likert scale and two open-ended questions. As an intervention specialist, I feel that it is important to know the level of special education training of general education teachers. This would be very useful in the work place. This data would allow Intervention Specialists to make accommodations in collaboration with general education teachers. The scope of the study was limited to on North Central Texas school district. This school district was very large and approximately 280 teachers were surveyed. 

With that being stated some questions were raised. The number of surveys returned was not clearly stated by the researcher. The “experts” utilized in the validation process of the survey instrument were other graduate students in the Department of Education. Therefore, I feel that the term “expert” is used very loosely. The researcher also fails to mention the special education model that is employed by the four high schools. This could have a great effect on the responses of the teachers. Overall this study was well done and opens the doors for many other studies that could have a great impact on the way we approach special education.   
